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TOOLS FROM STONE (BASIC FLINTKNAPPING AT 
ITS SIMPLEST), BONE, ANTLER, WOOD, SMELL 

— NATURAL TOOLS MADE NATURALLY — 

— HOW TO USE THEM ... A BOW IS MADE FROM 

START TO FINISH USING ONLY THE TOOLS MADE 

IN THIS BOOK. 

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS. 
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HANTAVIRUS WARNING! 

The above virus is fatal in humans. 

It is spread through contact with deer mice 
and possibly other rodents - most notably 
through the breathing of the (dust?) of their 
scat or droppings but also possibly through 
other contacts. In some of our literature we 
have spoken of trapping and eating mice and 
other rodents. Wc now advise against this 
practice. 



For information on other books and 
videos pertaining to primitive wilderness 
living and survival skills contact; 



Prairie Wolf 

John & Geri McPherson 

POB96 

Randolph, KS 66554 
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"This is without doubt the best training guide tor real primitive ' 
living skills" 

Museum of the Fur Trade Quarterly. J 

' ... if civilization ends and you can carry only one object 
away with you, make sure it's this book. " 

Tim Baker, Master Primitive Bowyer, Oakland, CA 
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/"— the best. — only books I have reviewed tlmt actually work. 
Too many survival books are written by just copying someone 
else's work arid in this way many mistakes, sometimes danger- 
ous ones, are perpetuated. It you are going to purchase a 
survival book, get this one. I recommend it." 

Keith Burgess, outdoor writer and book reviewer, 

Australia 



"The McPhersons' book — deals with taking flat nothing into Uie 
boondocks and staying there for a long period of time. If you'd 
like to know how to make a spear thrower, or pottery, or brain 
cure deer hides, or build a permanent shelter from what you find 
at hand, here is the place to learn." 

Field & Stream 



'"I have bought all eight of the previous volumes in your series, * 
and use them regularly in teaching prehistoric/aboriginal tech- 
nology to my students at Harvard. They are easily the most 
practical guides to this subject that I have ever seen. " 
Prof. John S., Dept. of anthropology, Harvard University. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Up to now in this scries of books we have covered the majority of projects 
and/or skills necessary for one to live pretty well in comfort in a primitive wilderness 
situation. But, for tlic most part we have been using modem tools to do this. What's 
the purpose of learning a complete scries of primitive wilderness living skills if one 
has to resort to modem technology lo accomplish them? 

Several have asked prior to this alx)ut {he primitive tools necessary ... just 
why were they saved until last? Well, I guess that it's just our way of teaching. Wc 
instruct students here at home in the skills. The skills alone are at times difficult 
enough to master. We feel, learn the skills, then learn how to do them the hard way. 

Hard way? ... well as you'll see in this presentation, hard is the wrong 
description. Different is the word. Different and more time consuming. But in 
adapting primitive to our life-styles aren't we trying lo gel away a little from the time 
consuming tasks of ordinary life? 

learning to make and use primitive tools in a day to day situation really isn't 
hard ... but we feel that if one is trying to learn to master not only making tools but 
also changing your accepted approach to using these tools, then a lot of extra time 
is required and frustrations are encountered. So wc teach the skills first, and then how 
lo accomplish them with primitive tools. As you will see, eventually it all just 
naturally lies together. 

Here, in the order that they touched us, are listed the more prominent figures 
who have influenced us in our tool making ... primarily flinlknapping; 

Ernie Peck, who first showed me, John, what to do with a nail and a Hake 
in 1974. 

George Sic wart, who picked Gcri and 1 out of a crowd and sat us down, 
showing us the wonders of percussion in 1987. 

Brian James, who was the first to begin lo try to explain some of these 
mysteries to us. 

Steve Watts ... a very special person in our lives who shows us something 
new in primitive skills every time that wc encounter him. 

The list is not by any means limited lo only the above. We have been 
influenced by many in our never ending search ... these are just the ones who have 
effected us the most at various stages of our development. But, what you need really 
be aware of, is the fad that we ourselves made the biggest difference. It was the 
hundreds, actually thousands of hours of applied practice that has gotten us to this 
stage. We say this here only to remind you that you can read everything that you want 
on any of these subjects, watch all the demonstrations that there are available ... but 
if you don't just jump right in there and apply yourself, nothing is gonna happen. 

A special thanx It) our friend Jeffrey Schmidt who first proofed this and 
reminded me (John) just what I had been pounding into his head while teaching him 
the basics. 



Something often forgotten when speaking of tools arc food preparation 
items. Both the Mano/mclatc and the mortar/pestle are more than just a little useful 
when living primitively when it comes to grinding of staple items such as seeds, 

acorns and com. 



MANO AND ME TATE 
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This small metate and accompanying mono of pumice (or basalt?) was made by 

Gcri and I for use in our small camps and demonstrations. The depression was 

created simply by grinding with the mano. 



MORTAR AND PESTLE 
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The above mortar was made in just a few hours by pecking with the 
same piece of jasper shown on page 22. 



FINIS 



So there you haveit You'll note thai in the section on flintknapping lliat there 
was little to no mention of "arrowheads" or oilier projectile points. Well, there is a 
reason for this which I hope that you have picked up on by now ... they just aren 't that 
important in primitive living. A sharpened stick will kill just as certainly as any 
"arrowhead" if properly placed and the making of projectile points is a schooling of 
its own usually requiring years. The tools that we stress as important require no more 
time than what it took you to read this lxx>k and to take a little sit down to apply. 

With the exception of just a few items interspersed, everything was made for 
the production of this book. The celt and handle required over 12 hours total and the 
bow took one afternoon to cut and prepare to lying down and an additional better part 
of a day to finish out. The majority of the rest were made in one afternoon. This ain't 
to brag ...just to reinforce to you that this really isn't all that difficult. If wc can do 
it, anyone can. 

Since we have a page and a half of white space left over, we'll just show you 
a lew other objects that we have made using the techniques shown in this book. 



WOODEN BOWL 
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This bowl was made from apiece of aspen following guidelines set fori h in 
this book ... stone tools and friction made fires. 



Tools 

... just what do wc mean by tools? ... our hands are tools. I suppose that for 
our definition here we will be making tools for our hands to use to do the projects that 
we have covered so far in this scries ...and that will pretty much encompass any project 
that one is likely to happen upon in a primitive situation. 

1 - They need to be made from materials that one will find in nature ... STONE/ 
siiell/bonp./anti.f.r/horn/wood. 

2 - And just what do we need these tools to do? Gouge or POKE/chop/pound/ 
bash/split and most importantly ... cur. Put yourself in a primitive situation without 
a cutting implement of some sort and you'll not do very well. 

3- Methods of manufacture; puntknap/peck/grlnd/burn. 

So let me break this down now into some semblance of order (order? ... ha!). 

First and most importantly, one needs a cutting tool of some sort ... a pocket 
knife so to speak. Note all projects that one does in his/her daily regime in the wilds 
and what tool is the most important? The knife. So we'll begin with what many have 
been waiting for ... 

BASIC FLINTKNAPPING 

Now don't look at some of the photo's here of fine blades and put Ihc book 
down thinking that "I can never do this". Well, you may be right, maybe you can't. But 
the tool that you are going lo need to cul and chop your way into or out of the woods 
is within your grasp. Read on. 

There has been a lot taught and some little written about flintknapping (the 
art of systematically turning stone, flint, into functional tools). Some of what we have 
seen in print is good ... some little very good ... but most is just trash. Almost nothing 
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Fancy blades, yes. Bui in our actual primitive workings they account for 

probably less than 5% of the actual workload. The easily made flakes 

(right) do t/ie majority. 
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